
Think like an Ancestor SESSION 2 (Future Thinking) [KS3, 50 mins]
Learning Objective:
To understand the impact of ‘short termism’ on the health of our planet and societies, and to explore the
benefits of taking a longer view on how we work and live.

Key Environmental Concept: Future Thinking
Short termism is at the root of many of the challenges we face as a Planet, from
overconsumption, instant gratification, to habitat destruction and social injustices. By
growing our capacity to care for the long term, we can inspire better action today, the
positive impacts of which will reverberate long after we’re gone.

Assessment Statements
By the end of this unit…
⇨ all students should understand the difference between short-termism and long term thinking.
⇨ most students will be able to name at least one ‘ancestor’ who has made a difference.
⇨ some students should be able to draw connections between natural history, industrial heritage and
current challenges including the Earth crisis.

Resources: Paper, pen Key vocab: 7 Generations Principle, Ancestor,

Session Plan:
1. Review key concepts & learning from session 1 [15mins]
a) What happened in the marshmallow test?
b) What examples were given about short term and long term thinking?
c) Which was most surprising about the carbon timeline? What did you learn?

2. The Nature Conservation Story over seven generations [15 mins]
a) Students shown 7 events in the story of nature conservation and given matching task (Appendix C).
b) Students shown the answers by revealing the populated timeline (Appendix D).

3. The Carbon and Nature Conservation stories together [10 mins]
a) Students shown the carbon and nature conservation stories side by side (see
slides).
b) With this overview, ask students to get into small groups and discuss which events
had the best and worst impact on future generations?
c) Share thoughts in group discussion.

4. Long time thinking locally [10 mins]
a) Teacher leads a whole group discussion about any examples of long term thinking they already do or
have noticed in their neighbourhood/village/town/city.

Taking it outside:
Go to a local outdoor space with both natural and human-made elements. List everything you can see
and estimate/research how long it has been there and reflect upon the impact for future generations.



Appendix C: Nature Conservation Story Matching activity



Appendix D: The populated timeline of Carbon and Nature Conservation Stories


