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Welcome to The Gilbert White Field Studies Centre, The Education Department of Gilbert White’s House and
Gardens.

Gilbert White, Frank Oates and Lawrence Oates were all explorers of the natural world, from Selborne to Central

America, Africa to Antarctica. We aim to inspire the next generation to develop their own curiosity about the natural
world; to explore it, understand it, enjoy it and look after it.
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Charlie is their very own

THE Prince of Wales delight-
ed the crowds on Wednesday
afternoon when he paid a visit to
Selborne.

Schoolchildren, adults and
pensioners gathered in the vil-
lage to try to catch a glimpse of
the Prince who had been invited
to the village to officially open
the Field Studies Centre at
Gilbert White’s House.

The royal visit began with a

Friday, 12th July, 2002

tour of the nearby Mouth and
Foot Painting Gallery where he
met civic leaders and mouth and
foot artists Tom Yendell, Trevor
Wells, Keith Jansz and Robert
Trent, as well as their families.
His Royal Highness was
given a tour of the gallery - fea-

FF

painting White Cottage by Mr
Wells.
Prince Charles then spent
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grounds of the house to the Field
Studies Centre which has just
been completed thanks to
fundraising efforts and a number

time g and gr 2

local residents who had gath-
ered under the sun at The
Plester, before heading off to
Gilbert White’s House and the

turing paintings by disabled
artists who use their feet,
mouths and chins to paint -
before being presented with the

Oates M for a private
tour.
After absorbing its deligh

of donations from local organi-
sations - including the Prin e
of Wales’ Charitable Trust.

He then mingled with guests
outside the centre before leaving
the village by helicopter for

he then took a walk to the

another engag
Onlookers and invited guests

dattm

praised the royal visitor who,
they told The Herald, took a real
interest in the village.

Administrator at  Gilbert
White’s House, Anna Jackson
said: “I showed him Gilbert
White’s original manuscript
which he seemed really interest-
ed in, and he asked lots of ques-
tions. It was wonderful.”

AD28-302-02

More pictures next week.




revor Wells,
based mouth artist Robert Trent
[demonstrated to the Prince how
khe art is created.

Gallery curator Tom Yendell
baid: “He was asking a lot of
Ruestions about the artwork
hnd how it was all done.

“He was very interested in
how long it took us to paint in
these ways, the different types
pf painting and the artists who
Hid them.

“This is our first royal visi-
jor. The gallery was opened ten
ears ago by Lord Selborne
hnd it is just so nice that the
Prince of Wales took the time
lo.come and visit us.”

Prince Charles’s second
fngagement was at Gilbert
IVhite’s House and the Oates
Museum were he was given a

-Southampton-  Centre which his a barn which

has just been converted into an
educational centre where thou-

donated money to the project
also took in a tour of the centre.

They watched as Prince
Charles pulled back the plaque,
officially opening the centre.

Major Gen Cordingley told
guests that the day had been a
great success and that Gilbert
White “would have been
embarrassed, but equally
proud” that the Prince of Wales
was interested in his work.

AROUND 3,500 youngsters and
,000 adults did it last year and now the
frince of Wales has done it as well -
isited Gilbert White Field Studies
lentre.

The Selborne centre, which was

icially opened by Prince Charles last
eek, has been a special feature of the

since Ianuary this year | bul the

n in the vxllage far longer
Fot the new centre, which is based
the Selborne Arms public house,

s replaced the

ntre, which was a stable block beside
ilbert White’s House and the Oates
fluseum in the High Street.

Education has been offered by the
useum since 1974 and Jenny Streeter
hs been working in the department
lom day one.

Miss Streeter, manager of the new

feld studies centre, told The Herald that

Je stable block had simply not been big

hough to accommodate the needs of

e students visiting the centre and it

lerefore needed to expand.

“We talked about building another

he. And I guess we started the

|anning snde of the new building about
years ago,” she said.

visitor around. AD29-27-02

* The main building is a converted and
extended 16th century barn.

The barn, which dates back to 1541,
wasdomtedmthemmmbySu
Thomas and Lady Stockdale of Weston
Pamcknearm

the bam, which is a grade two
hstedbmldmg i

number of councils, trusts and

, Most of the youngsters v1smng the
centre come from Hampshire

organisations.
Jenny Streeter, who lives in Selb
cmumbem—'.hm -

centre. -

““It is modern but we have m
it in a way that has not detracted from
the character of the building,” she said.

“It was great that we could build a
new field studies centre around this
barn.

“And it was wonderful when we
found out that Prince Charles would be
coming. We did think when we started
to build this new centre that it would be
lovely if he could open it because of his
interest in this sort of work.”

The barn now provides a modern
education centre enabling around 5,000
students to study in Selborne and its
environs every year.

A typlcal day for pmmry school
youngsters at the centre starts with an
introduction to the centre and a talk on
safety while at work i in the
surroundings.

The children are then able to “explore
the outdoors” with microscopes and
discover how woodland invertebrates
llve before taking a trip to the stream to

how river inver live.

The youngsters can then make

Local schoolchildren waiting to catch a glimpse of the royal visiionAD29-05102 :

Royal visitor does the honours at the
Gilbert White Field Studles Centre

““Sowha o ke sure tha
what we cover helps them in the work
they are doing in school.

working with biology.” Vg
But Miss Streeter said that the work
the youngsters are able to do *‘out and
about” in the village would not be
possible without the support of Lord
Selborne, the National Trust and a
number of local farmers who allow the
use of their land for field work.

And she hopes that the new centre
will encourage more visitors to the
village to experience the facilities it has
to offer. \

Prince Charles officially opens the Gilbert White Field Study Centre. AD29-30-02




