TARGETED INVESTMENT AREAS

Natural Capital Investment Areas

These are areas which the evidence has shown to

be ‘hotspots’ for environmental interventions

NATURAL CAPITAL INVESTMENT
AREAS

3.121 Analysis of the evidence showed that
there were parts of the Network area which
were particularly challenging on a wide range of
environmental issues and these areas needed a
focused approach as a result. These areas have
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been called Natural Capital Investment Areas
(NCIAs) and are shown on Plan 38.

3.122 The NCIAs are areas in which the
coalescence of a number of issues indicated

the need for more targeted, strategic and cross-
cutting intervention. Each of the NCIAs, while
unique in their particular set of issues, needs and
opportunities, shared this feature.

3.123 The evaluation process included a review
of the green infrastructure provision in an areq, its
current green infrastructure functionality, potential
pressures on the area and current interventions

or planned activity (where known). Accordingly
where activities or interventions are already taking
place in an area of potential need, these areas
have not been included as NClAs.

3.124 While in many of the NCIAs there are
organisations and projects operating and policies
in place, the scope for more joined-up approaches
to deal with cross-sectoral and cross-boundary
issues is universally applicable. As the NCIAs
have been developed from a sub-regional scale
review, they provide the opportunity for local level
planning within a wider context.



PLAN 38: NATURAL CAPITAL INVESTMENT AREAS (NCIAS)
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PEOPLE AND NATURE NETWORK

1. Winchester and ltchen

This NCIA follows the River ltchen from south of Winchester city and in an arc to the north. The River lichen, itself a Special Area of Conservation, and the adjoining land

which is a Site of Special Scientific Interest, also form one of the Network's Blue- Green Corridors, linking villages to the north, through Winchester City and to the south to
Eastleigh/ Southampton. Winchester lies on the edge of the South Downs National Park and is an important interface area with the National Park.

Gateway at the western extremity of the South Downs National Park;

The large river valley passes through the historic city of Winchester, providing
immediate access to semi natural greenspace for city dwellers together with St
Catherine’s Hill SAM;

Pilgrims Way, the South Downs Way, and the ltichen Way provide long distance
recreational routes from Winchester along or across the river valley.

Natural blue-green corridor offering potential for multifunctional improvements —
water quality, flood management, habitat connectivity and recreation;

River lichen Site of Special Scientific Interest is 66% favourable/unfavourable
recovering;

Improving access for residents fo natural green space

Link biodiversity and recreation approaches to reduce pressure on biodiversity
sites

Explore potential to link isolated heritage assets, including Registered Parks and
SAMs to the city

Opportunities for habitat connectivity — chalk download east of Winchester, River
lichen valley,

Naturalise watercourses, remove barriers to fish movement,
Utilise natural water management, eg, Winnall Moors;
Blue-Green corridor links to PfSH area, scope for joint working around M3;

Areas of high demand for noise regulation around the M3 and areas within the
town centre;

‘Keeping rivers cool’ program for trout species.
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River ltchen SSSI and SAC as requires quality improvements;
Fragmented rights of way network beyond the river corridor;
The M3 forms a barrier between Winchester and the National Park;

Proximity of the river corridor to the city creates pressure for development and
impacts from major infrastructure.

The high biodiversity value sites of the river valley provide accessible greenspace
but pressure for housing is increasing recreational pressure on these sites;

The Rver ltchen special area of conservation and SSSI are in ‘recovering’
condition and are rich in biodiversity; it is therefore more vulnerable to changes
in both water quantity and quality (nutrient enrichment from waste water, road
runoff) along with physical modification and siltation;

Pressure of development adjacent to or in close proximity to the River ltchen have
potential impact on both water quality and water quantity; approaches;

Noise regulation & air quality;
Integrated recreation management;

Inappropriate management by landowners along the River lichen could affect its
quality.



This NCIA lies includes many heathland sites, many of which are of international importance and in several administrative boundaries (National Park, East Hampshire
and Waverley District Councils, Surrey, Hampshire and West Sussex County Councils and Surrey Hills AONB). Several European sites are recognised as being sensitive

to recreation, for which mitigation measures are required, but many more have been highlighted as sensitive by land managers, for which mitigation of impacts is very
challenging.
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This NCIA lies across the northern PfSH area and the southern part of Winchester and East Hampshire districts. There is a need for a strong partnership approach between
the four local authorities, two counties, National Park and PfSH. Alongside a large existing population, significant new housing is planned. The PfSH Green Infrastructure

partners have plans and policy in place to provide green infrastructure within PfSH. Investment and coordinated planning needs to overlap and extend to the southern area
of the National Park.
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This NCIA follows the wider catchment of the River Rother from Liss, through Petersfield and Midhurst, to join the River Arun at Pulborough Brooks. This NCIA is wholly within
the National Park and crosses three local authority boundaries; East Hampshire, Chichester and Horsham and Hampshire and West Sussex County Councils.
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Growth of these towns is ongoing with more planned. This includes an extension to Crawley on the boundaries of both Horsham and Mid-Sussex districts. As these
fowns continue to grow, landscape, communities and access could come under increasing pressure unless green infrastructure is planned to develop access connections,
greenspace provision and protect the edge of the High Weald AONB.
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This NCIA includes Haywards Heath, Burgess Hill and Hassocks Hurstpierpoint, all within Mid Sussex but adjacent to the Lewes District and National Park borders and
close to the boundaries of Wealden district and the High Weald AONB; requiring a cross-boundary approach. One of the largest housing allocations in the Network area

is planned for Burgess Hill. This area will remain the focus of development pressure, lying between two protected landscapes, necessitating an integrated ‘future-proofing’
approach.
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The Hailsham to Eastbourne NCIA straddles Wealden and Eastbourne local authorities. There is development planned in both areas; in Hailsham and Polegate in Wealden,
the latter being directly adjacent to the Eastbourne border. All of the seftlements are situated on the upstream feeder streams for the Pevensey Levels SAC and Ramsar. Water
resources are an issue, with constraints on waste water, flooding and the need for no adverse effect on Pevensey Levels.
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126 Eastbourne Park SPD February 2013 - Eastbourne Borough Council
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This NCIA covers the low-lying coastal plain from the west of Litlehampton (where it intersects with the Arun Blue-Green Corridor and the Coastal Communities NCIA)
through to Chichester in the north and Bognor Regis and the Manhood Peninsular in the south and including Chichester Harbour AONB. This area is important for crops and
horticulture, along with areas internationally important for wildlife. The plain crosses Chichester and Arun local authority areas, requiring a joined-up approach to developing

strategic approaches. There is a likely need to adapt to flood-risk and coastal change resulting from rising global temperatures, increased rainfall and storminess.

Weaknesses

127 http://mwhg.org.uk/projects-and-groups/flow-project/
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9. Arun Blue-Green Corridor

3. The Network Guidelines

This NCIA is one of the main river valleys which cuts through the South Downs National Park. These river valleys are important corridors for access to the Downs, especially

for deprived coastal communities, for water resources and biodiversity. This NCIA extends from Littlehampton to Billinghurst, intersecting with the Rother Catchment, Coastal
Plain and Coastal Communities NCIAs.

North-south connectivity — biodiversity, landscape, recreation;

High biodiversity value and several biodiversity opportunity areas. Habitats
include ancient woodland, wood pasture, chalk grassland, grazing marsh,
reedbed, grassland and fen;

Wash lands of the River Arun with SSSI designation including Pulborough Brooks
SSSI, Arun Banks SSSI and Arun Valley SPA and SAC, with Upper Arun SSSI
north of Pulborough.

Make improving connections from Litlehampton to river and beyond a high
priority;

Requires co-ordinated approach between Arun, Chichester and Horsham
Districts, SDNPA and West Sussex County Council;

Cross boundary and cross sector approach required: view the river corridor
as an asset for biodiversity, water resources, flooding and sea level rise
management, heritage, recreation and tourism;

Footpath along riverbank with potential to upgrade for cycling;

Link routes to Ford Station — local access and tourism potential;

‘Access for all’ improvements at Pulborough Brooks as gateway to the river valley

habitats;

Habitat restoration, naturalising channels (much of river is embanked),
reconnecting habitats, floodplain grazing marsh and other wetland projects;

Urban fringe south of National Park needs enhancement to strengthen landscape
quality whilst retaining its distinctiveness.

128 avvg.co.uk/

Fragmented access network;

Access barriers: lack of river crossings and major east-west railway and road
barriers;

Litttehampton has high deprivation, poor health and no accessible natural
greenspace and is disconnected from nearby areas by railway and river;

Pressure for highway improvement to ease traffic congestion.

Ecological climate change vulnerability — medium to high vulnerability along
catchment and valley;

Longer-term issue of sea level rise in Lower Arun valley;

Need to protect the long views to and from Arundel and across the low-lying
landscape;

The effects of new development and infrastructure on the river valley and it's
inherent qualities.
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This NCIA is one of the main river valleys cutting through the South Downs National Park. These valleys are important access corridors to the Downs, especially for deprived
coastal communities, for water resources and biodiversity. This NCIA extends from Shoreham-by-Sea to Steyning/Upper Beeding, with the Adur continuing towards Henfield.
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129 https://modularriversurvey.org/morph-rivers/
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Lewes is one of the largest settlements within the South Downs National Park, situated on the River Ouse where the river cuts through the South Downs.

This NCIA includes Lewes town and two corridors — the north-south River Ouse corridor and the east-west Downland habitat and offers potential for an integrated approach

to green infrastructure, incorporating water resources, access improvements and habitat connectivity.
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This extensive NCIA stretches from Litlehampton in the west to Newhaven and Seaford in the east and includes Brighton and Hove, Worthing and Shoreham-by-Sea and
includes two rivers, the Adur and the Ouse that connect the coast with the south Downs and Weald. There are multiple issues in this NCIA, with a commonality of needs,
requiring co-ordinated action on many fronts. This includes the likely need to adapt to flood-risk and coastal change resulting from rising global temperatures,
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IN SUMMARY

The evidence shows that the South Downs
National Park sits within a hugely varied and
interrelated area across South East England. It
has revealed how pressure exerted in one area
manifests an effect in another. Many land use
decisions and policies can impact the provision of
ecosystem services leading to their degradation
which incurs both economic and social costs.

WITH THANKS

To all the organisations for their contributions
towards developing the network, including:
® Adur and Worthing Councils

= Arun and Rother Rivers Trust

= Arun District Council

" Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council
® Brighton and Hove City Council

= British Horse Society

® Chichester District Council

® East Hampshire District Council

® Eastbourne Borough Council

® English Heritage

= Environment Agency

" East Sussex County Council

|

Fareham Borough Council
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Nature and natural systems do not recognise local
authority boundaries and it is in the inferests of

all stakeholders to acknowledge, understand and
address issues collectively to ensure measures are
effective, at the correct scale, and shared equitably.
Planning for green infrastructure is a powerful

tool in supporting and enhancing the provision

of ecosystem services and it is hoped that this

Forestry Commission
Gosport Borough Council
Hampshire County Council
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
Hart District Council
Havant Borough Council
Hampshire County Council
Wealden District Council
Horsham District Council
Lewes District Council

Mid Sussex District Council
National Trust

Natural England
Portsmouth City Council
RSPB

Network document will help to set out a strategic
framework for coordinated action to support nature,
people and the economy of the region.

The Authority would like to thank all of the
individuals, organisations and stakeholders who
have contributed their time and expertise towards
the production of the Network documents since its
inception in 2014.

South Downs Local Access Forum
Southampton City Council

Surrey Wildlife Trust

Sussex Community Development Association
Sussex Wildlife Trust

Test and lichen Catchment

Test Valley Borough Council

UCL

Waverley Borough Council
Wealden District Council
Winchester City Council
Woodland Trust

West Sussex County Council



